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This ^lea for Liberty and against Liberiihism, is not pat forth 
in the libertinism which allows every one to publish what he maj 
think proper upon his own responsibility, but has been submitted 
to such as hare a testimony for the truth which only makes free 
indeed ; and is submitted to all such. 



Abraham hAYTSOVfy pUadtnfff&r l^erty of cmiscienee^ 
and against libertinism of confidence in the profdSS" 
ing Society of Friends ; for which cause I am 
in hondsformy testimony of a 'pure conscience in 
the sight of Gf'od; and as a witness unto men. 

The first of Good's word bxA work in his woarkManr 
ship, Jesas Ohriet or house, is, to oall God oar Fftther 
in tkat -wliioh hallowetdi his name ; and not in tbali 
work which dishonoreth botin the Son and the F«Ah^> 
who giveth the Son life by which he only can liiw^ 
wiio is the image and glory of the Falher-rri^irsen Him 
to whom his Sather hath- put all things in sohjeidioii^ 
and by which living word all things are kept in= the 
(Mr4er of his tkrone^ that created man to do his dstgRy 
wUeh wiM^ to ^< be in subjection to the Father of spinta 
sBsA live." God's jnstiee and man's real condition ai« 
set forth in the language of Jesna to his diseiples^ Luke, 
xvii. 9 and 10. ^* Doth the master thank that serraaii. 
bdoanse he did the things that were oomananded him?- 
I ti^w notb Sio likewise ye, wImb ye shall have done 
all these things which ave commanded you, say we ai:6^ 
unprofitable servants, tm^ haw dione thut whiffh: ymtk 



our duty to do." Then hallow the king, or reverence 
his just and holy name, by doing or fulfilling a righte- 
ous prayer after God's will, which is meat and drink ; 
not hungering and thirsting after making God serve 
man, by man's evil conception, wisdom and glory, the 
end of which is shame and confusion of face* 

God made man upright and naked, not having 
shame, while the earth was subdued or kept in sub- 
jection to the Father of spirits ; men sought out many 
inventions which are not duties, but substitutes for 
duties, set forth by Jesus as the prayer of excuse ; 
one man had bought a yoke of oxen, another a farm, 
and another had mairied a wife, which oaosed a 
jHmyer of excuse ; they loved these things more than 
the supper of the king's son, or the marriage of the 
church. 

Liberty of conscience is the true inward witness, by 
the revelation of the Son of God who is free, beeanfle, 
^< Where the spdrit of the Lord is, there is liberty," 
but Bot libertinism. True liberty is what the Tmth 
makes free, by doing the Truth »id knowing it and 
its clothing of righteousness, and its zeal against the 
righteouBness of the world, and a full det^rminataon 
not to know any thing among men, but Jesus 
Christ, and him (arueified or dead to the world, thai 
the wisdom of GU>d and the power of the cross may 
work unto salvalion in the church, instead of the in- 
ventions ef men to dsslmetioii. 
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Ctod is a pure spirit of jn&tidd and! truth, and mUk^ 
by inventing names of praise to please himself, does 
not please God by that sensual, earthly, and evil 
spirit. God has evei^ declared his independence of 
man, and also maoi's duty for which he was made, — 
not for man to rob God of his dominion, but to live of 
his jostioe and truth. Patil asks, ** Who hath b\den the 
Lord's counsellor ?*' for, if any favor has been received 
by God of man, He is just and will recompense him 
again. Who then can say he has helped God, or his 
father has helped him and his son shall do him a 
favor ? such doctrine teaches the grace of men. Then 
from whence comes the doctrine of progression in the 
professed Christian religion, seeing the Lord saitb, 
"beside me there is no Saviour." Invention profes- 
seth that God has been waiting for the Son to perfect 
what the Father has left undone, and that the child* 
ren yet unborn must have the honor of Onward ! On- 
ward ! glorifying the progression from generation to 
generation; with this proud flattery, that God is work- 
ing on the world of mind as he did in the beginning. 
-These inventors would insinuate that God, who is un- 
changeable in spirit, is about to change the worid of 
mind into God's mind ; this is John Jackson's profes- 
sional philosophy, which he attaches to Jesus, saying, 
he found the treasure in the soul itself. 

Jesus said, he lived by his Father that was spirit 

(and not world of mind) ; the prince of this world 

1* 
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wh^ he cometk hath nothinff in me. Is not the 

worlds earth, in all the diversified forms of its elements 
that God has given them ? and so all very good in 
his sight who is Lord of heaven and earth. But shall 
man invent something to glory in, and then say he is 
glorifying his Creator ? God creates without invention, 
because he knoweth the end from the beginning* 
Man invents and takes his father's inventions and his 
father's philosophy, and he saith they shall be added 
in the future generation, and that perfection is a great 
way off, and the world is becoming a paradise for 
man. 

Does not every child stand as naked as Adam and 
Eve did 7 Do not all souls belong to God, and none 
to the fathers naturally 7 He that saith, *'' the soul 
itself," gives the duty and confers the blessing, honors 
a dead soul with God's grace or goodness. God has 
placed his creature man on earth for the purpose of 
being the temple of the Holy Ghost, and to "be 
subject to the Father of spirits and live ;" and men 
have no promise of life without that subjection ; |6r 
j^t which is not in subjection seeks dominion by de* 
'Spising God's law which makes man become a subject 
of vanity, in serving the creature instead of the 
Creator ; and so becomes a temple thief and a robber 
of God, by stealing his glory, and so he becomes an 
offender of God, against his law of justice and truth; 
and the way God has chosen to redeem man from the 



creatorely spirit is to reveal his wra& from heaven 

against all unrighteousness of men, acknowledging 
them as children of wrath by his rod against sin, 
called chastisement ; by the law of justice to produce 
repentance, by which only any man can be changed 
from a bastard to a lawful heir or son of righteousness 
that does the will of his Father, whose throne is from 
everlasting to everlasting ; and who acknowledges his 
seed or son in all them that do his will by the names 
mother and brethren ; declaring he is not ashamed of 
such that are in him, and he in them ; and such are 
one, even as the Father and Son are one spirit. Then 
Christ is God's immediate word brought forth in these, 
and God's image renewed, which is after the knowledge 
of Him that created him, and not after the knowledge 
of the world that lieth in wickedness, and is not in the 
light of life. 

Paul said, he was alive once without the law ; and 
have not all men in measure the same things to con- 
quer that he had, before he could eat the spiritual 
meat, which he testified was the end of the law for 
righteousness in every one that believeth ? stating^ 
a man is dead to the law by the body of Christ. That 
saying does not destroy the law nor the prophets, for 
Jesus said they spake, saying, they have Moses and 
the Prophets, let them hear them ; which he also said 
was doing unto all men as ye would that men should 
do unto you, which is the substance of a just law and 
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a h^y co^BfUiafifdmefit, whicb ikH ^igMeocys iaek do Keiu- ; 
and if they will not hear that, neither will they heat 
Mim that rose from the dead, a^d was a sign of the 
tksaes and of the suhstance which is realized by them 
that have a faithful testimony to bear of their trials 
and great tribulation, standing upon a sea of glass 
mingled with fire. Glass admits of sight throiigh, and 
the trial of such as these, their faith is more precious 
tihctn thiit df gold which perisheth, inasmuch as it 
workfl a far more exceeding weight of glory. Such 
take the harp of God in their hands as the ov^coi&^rs 
4ii the beast did, being baptised unto Moses in the 
doud and in the sea ; then tiie witness declares from 
iv^hence these come, and they know what the great 
and marvellous works of God are, and that just and 
tfue are his ways who is King of Saints ; saying, 
** Who shall not fear thee and glorify thy name, for 
thou only art holy !" 

Then all must be stripped naked, and broken loose 
from the hands of men, and the tongues of angels 
learned by tradition, because God will build his own 
hiouse, and perfect his own praise by his own revela- 
tion, seeing it seemeth good in his sight both to hide 
and reveal himself, that all may worship his name by 
the merits of his grace that only can bring salvation, 
because it is of his sure mercy. 

Take away the traditions of men's invention, and the 
Bt(^s of progression will be found to have no pl$ce in 
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Christ the truth and the life. They that come into 
Christ, cease from their own works, and let the Father 
work who is perfection in all his works ; perfect in 
figure, and perfect in substance ; because both are his 
truth by his own evidence as he has approved them in 
the man of Grod, Jesus Christ, who himself fulfilled 
the law of justice, and put aside the sword, command- 
ing it to be sheathed, although he had said to his dis- 
ciples, let him that hath no sword sell his garment 
and buy one ; surely that disciple owned a sword at 
Jesus' command, and wore it until the time he was 
commanded to put it in its place or sheath ; showing 
that Jesus had power as Moses had, to command 
enough to fulfil his testimony of Moses. The use of 
two swords showed that both himself and his disciple 
really owned Moses' sword ; but he came to open a 
better ear than that which Malchus had, who was a 
servant of the high priest, and came to hear all he 
could, to destroy Jesus; so Peter drew his own sword 
and cut off the ear of Malchus, Jesus Christ's enemy. 
The high priest's servants put Jesus Christ to death, 
not God's servants. Jesus healed the servant's ear 
that he might be the minister of grace to the treacher- 
ous ear that seeks the life of the shepherd, and that 
his disciples might see he had received that command- 
ment from his Father. 

Christ, the substance, is the Gospel scrip, purse, 
shoes, and is the sword of the word in his command, 
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and he spake this language, '^ When I sent jm withotili 
purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye anything?" 
And they said, " nothing." Then said he unto them, 
^^ But now he that hath a purse let him take it, and 
likewise his scrip, and he that hath no sword let him 
sell his garment and buy one. And th^y said unto 
him, Lord, behold here are two swords. And he saiji 
unto them, it i^ enough." These two coiQm^mdinents 
are of Jesus, who hath authority to execute judgment, 
in his church, and provide enough, which is nothing 
to spare, neither is there any lack. Christ is a sword 
Sipiritually, aAd the natural sword represents the 
spiritual one. His disciple must have the same birth 
of the spirit and own it, by overcopiing sin, or else he 
would depend on a faith out of him, and so would 
rely on oil not his own, which another virgin has 
bought or labored for. He that belieyeth, must buy 
his own word of faith, and be born of God before he 
can have the witness in himself, or overcome the 
world ; as the Apostle says, " This is the victory, 
even our faith." It is a man's own faith that saves 
him, or that makes a man whole. It is not the faith 
in another man (which the hypocrite claims) that heals 
thp hypocrite, but in doing works of faith, and living 
on the Word that is a spiritual sword, and that is nigh 
the believer both in the heart and in the mouth, when 
the Truth speaketh. It is not a dependence on a 
neighbor, but a full reliance on that spirit which gives 



'p6Wd^ to b'ecobie a iloh of Ood, hj iei birth in doing 
God's will. Figure is figure, and represents substance, 
both in putting on clothing and in taking off clothing, 
ftnd in commanding the sword to be bought, and 
liteo m ccmimanding it to be sheathed, and in forbid- 
ding the uile of it, saying, '^ They that take theswoi'd 
shall perish with the s^ord;*' forbidding all the use 
of the carnal sword in his church who came not to des- 
itoy ta&en's lives but to save them, and offers himself 
1^ by the grace of God. Liberty of conscience is the 
fend of the law for righteousness iii every one that 
belieVeth, and the law must begin before it can end, 
tod the body of Chriiit, Which makes the law void ot 
Without force, is the inhocence'in all men that eat the 
spiritu&l meat or do the divine will, and so give birth 
to the spirit of God which hath power over the law, 
atid makes it void by taking away the occasion of the 
magistrate's sword, or God's minister set for the 
punishment of the evil doer, and for the praise of them 
that do well ; because the law is made for the unjust, 
and the commandment is for the unholy, and is in 
force until (said Paul) our schoolmaster brings to 
Christ; and further he saith, ^^ Doth faith make void 
the law ? Grod forbid. Nay, we establish the law." 
The time of the Jewish ceremonies is ended and ful- 
filled, but to do justly and keep that judgment cannot 
pass away while sin abounds, which brings under the 
condemnation of the law, and it is God's covenant 
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with the sinner, the same as a woman is boiuid by 
the law of her husband as long as he liveth. So sin 
liyeth by the law until the soul is innocent, then the 
first covenant is void or without dominion over the 
woman or church, and she is at liberty to make a 
covenant with another bridegroom without adultery, 
for he that is dead to sin can he live any longer 
therein ? So we are dead to the law by the body of 
Christ, which is the image of the invisible God, and 
is the first bom m every creature, vHch dies by six., 
and that which is born from the dead is alive and is 
that which liveth forevermore, saith the Amen, that 
hath the keys of death and hell, and which is the 
power of resurrection by the grace of God in this 
present world, teaching them how to live with God 
and how to walk, that he may guide the feet in the 
WjBty of peace, and the soul may be established in the 
righteousness of God who worketh for his own glory, 
and who layeth his own foundation, and buildeth his 
own house of praise. 

Libertinism is the spirit of falsehood and presump- 
tion, from self will, which destroys right authority in 
the church, and lays waste the Lord's witnesses in 
the earth, and makes war with his saints by assumed 
names which the truth owns not, because they dis- 
honor both the Father and the Son, and destroy the 
schoolmaster which leads to the baptism of repentance 
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in tlie fipMt of Elias, for the remission of sins. The 
holy commandment says thou shalt not do evil^ but 
the Elias says the wrath of God is upon the law- 
breaker, and warns him to flee from the wrath to come, 
or the wicked house, like Herod taking his brother's 
wife, or the Pharisees' evil thought, saying within 
themselres, we are the children of Abraham ; and 
when condemnation is finished by the friend of the 
bridegroom, and its ministration ended, his joy is ful- 
filled and the true bridegroom's voice is heard, and 
the marriage of the Lamb takes place, and there is no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk after the spirit and not after the flesh, to fulfil 
the lust thereof. So the Elias is a real birth of sor- 
row in all men that enter into the kingdom of God, 
and that behold the Lamb of God that takes away 
die sins of the world. The law and the prophets 
prophecy to take away libertinism, therefore the hypo- 
onte <»imot bear Moses'sword, nor Elias* spirit of 
rebuke, because it foUows them even into their palaces ; 
and it is the invention of these libertine creatures 
that seek Elias' life, and of whom the Son of man 
suffers as the law and the prophets do prophecy. 

What authority hath a nominal church to say we 
have a revealed religion by Jesus Christ, and we have 
also a philosopher Jesus Christ ? The term philoso* 
phy of Jesus implies he was a philosopher, which is^ 

a naturalist and a studier of nature. When God 

2 
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maeb the world by his oim viadcmi and power, was 
John Jackson his philosopher or eounseUor, thai he 
should assert Jesm found valmkble treasure in tha 
soul itself? Is not a living soul the union of God 
with the soul? then take awaj the quickening sprit 
of God, which is both light and knoifledge of lif% 
and where is the aoul itself, but in darkness and with* 
out Gk>d ? And 19 the light of revelation subject to 
searching ? And is that which a man proves by na^ 
ture revelation ? And is that power which gave the 
elements their form, subject to tl^ beggftrly elementd 
of this world or itQ rudiments? seeing he is heif of all , 
tlnngs by the mheritance of his fatiber. If philosophy 
hath authmty over revelation, the world hath avtbociT 
ty to jndge^ God, and not God the world* Nextcomw 
what the creature calls a con»non platform of equal 
rights to destroy mystery in godliness, and lay waste 
the seintei' testimony and authority of their doctria% 
tiikii% in (»iid band a preSef^ siMndard oC iwvalatiom 
wlmb turn* frtim thapowcs} of tafait te> ih^wudotat 
aod pow^ of €tod by grace^ and in the other handy 
that the same thing is already revealed, and stands on 
an equal rig^t platform, assuring the sinuoer that he la 
not judged by the ligM in the saint. What testi- 
mvo^ of authority canr audi Ubertinism have over the 
world' ? Where there, is no mystery there is nothing 
dark 01! hid, and man is all light, and ihe oeoessity of 
a Stoviour done aoMby, and the calling of a disoipla 
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come lo an esd, and the steps of ^rogreilkm invented 
to hold fast the keystone in the arch of man's finding 
ont, by placing the duties of the fathers to the account 
of the sons, until the world of mind reaches to heaven 
or over the wall of Gk>d iato the sheepfold. Bewaare 
of 0Qeh, f«r thoy are wolves in sheep's clothing, that 
eome not to save hut to destroy and steal. Jesi^s 
taught aiU were unprofitable to God, and that God fed 

4 

by his own goodness and declared the kingdom th^ 
pvwer and fbi glory wa« hts fath^'s ; so man caouuyl 
M^ anything togetto* wUch wffi hids him from God, 
and he ctonot caxry anything out of the world with 
hun of any other man*s righteousness, because equality 
requir/ds i^very man to labor for imperishable bread, 
irithovt dayang Job^ Koah or Dsaaiel proigiTeased tko 
world. Was Abraham the ftther of the faithful in 
any other way than that spirit begets spirit or sub- 
stance in all nations ? And the possessor of heaven 
and earth can mikke an outward ooveaant by iH^mm 
atid tdSl the wonder of that promise for his own 
glory and honor among the nations, for a sign and a 
peculiar people in the earth, to do marvels for a testi- 
mony written in earth of the blessings of the faquly 
while God dwelled in them as a Saviour, and whoMi 
he nourished and M for his own purpose of making 
known his name among the heathens, that all may 
come to Jacob's heavens that dropped down dew, and 
fiontd to the commandment that requires all to labor 
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fur the heftVMily manna.^ so he that gath^« little has 
no lack, and thej that gather much have none to 
spare, and it must be gathered daily, or else it is 
offensive and gives life to corruption, or it bred worms 
and was unclean and defiled the people of the Lord, 
who must bear a pure testimony and be witnesseB 
that the Lord is holy, and he commands that his peo- 
ple sdiall be holy and eat no polluted thing to defile 
themselves therewith. 

And all must labor for the bread whichperishes not, 
which Cometh down from Grod, which is Grod's perfect 
word of life. Man and woman despised pevfeetioBy 
and the mind lusted after progression m reUgmi^ and 
here idolatry began, as Paul says of that covetousness 
which is idolatry, the love of man became prostitute 
when the eye was defiled with worldly desires to be 
gods, by eating the wisdom of this world to open their 
eyes, so not being ecmtent with godliness ai^ its great 
gain, the woman desired to be made wise above the 
stature of a man in Christ the first Adam or the image 
of God, and become a servant of progression to be gods 
in wisdom ; but God is just, and did not give the cove- 
tens ereatmre his own power to nde, bat put a eianie and 
an enmity between the serrowing seed of justice and 
judgment, and the temptation to progression from p^- 
fection. Such desire was a prayer of the ser- 
pent that he might rule over the woman as husband, 
and the mind's desire be to the father of lies, and also 
te be the worshippers of that beastly spirit that seeks to 
rob Gk)d of his throne, and set up crafts, inventions, 
and cunningly devised fables, sucn as the spoilings of 
philosophy, progression above the stature of a man in 
Ohrist, the treasures of the soul itself and common 
platform measure, and a looking for perfection iirotti 



'i»maifmime«kt <n* the Fmoid! If ye d4> nyMA- 
•xaaiidiEieiitSy said the Iiuthy ye ape my fideudB, Mfl 
g^eliter is he tiiat i» in «a^h fcienda tbun he that i^ in 
-tii» world, becwwe die saints sball judge the WHMrld a^ 
.a#t tiienirerld j«dge the sai&ts. 

I Btand aa a |ff iaotiMar hy the Bomuial Soaiaty of 
Fviands, whkdi JMkl «a as a breaker <>f onder, to wti^b 
»B a bondman I plead not guilty ; beeanse the wovAb 
were not mino but his that sent me, ted thsA reqi^ed 
me to stand in his oemmaodineiit as his frknd to an 
teohaageable priesthood, and as I ean neither change 
viy testiaony^ nor eonfess disovdar without rqtvoaeh- 
ing Truth which I profess to serve, I feel oaMtraiMil 
to stand in my lot mib the testimony until I am set 
frae without dishonoring the testimony of liberty ^f 
oMtsetsiiae ; becaaae I cannot serve om noMler with- 
fiiit d«piii&g the oiber, aad servants ye are to whoon 
ye obey, i^ali Iservie God o^ man ? Jadga ye whiah 
is beat. For I feel it safer to confide in the evid^Me 
of God aad in his judgmeBt, thsA in the tongiies of 
men or angels, having a hope thweby to be kep^ by 
him from evil thonghis, from which arise every unclean 
spirit that holds the mind in chains of darJeneas^ unHil 
he tha4; hath the key of deafch and hell, fawrats those 
bonds asunder, and the asfdve soul is olothed by the 
power of God with a righteous mind. 

Lib»tiniam Qovera iiwdlf with its own -taatimony of 
despising gn)verame»^ and rif^t dominifm; it 
preaches against the magistrate's sword tindalL swords, 
and endeavors to lay waste the testimonT of ovinry 
man that has commuided a sword; woiah even 
reaches to Jesus Christ, who oonfiEOMd the tfitimoiy 
of Meses and said, ha- was the hypaanle's afwmaer, 
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6¥6ti ke in iriR>iii thejr trmlb^. Set th^ seU^will. 
Jesas wbAAj ^^Had ye bdieved Moses ye^oidd lucre 
beUeved me, for he wrote of me. But if je believne 
not his writings, how shall ye believe my wOTds ?" 
He that hath come to the end of the law by rightee«s- 
ness needs no law nor oath, because his yea is yea, 
and his nay, nay^ as unchangeable as GM's word that 
is wrought in his house of prasse, and surely then the 
deed is brou|^ to the light whidi is wrraght in God 
and not eot of dod the fountain of all good. 

Such have come to a resurreeticm by the judge of 
all things, and also te Mount Zion tiiai is frei» with 
her children, the ehuroh that descends, and amkist 
her love there is no law because she fulfils it. With 
whom then does the law begin. With such men as 
Herod, the King; and Herodias and her daughter ; 
or the Har, tte thief, and every wild beast epint tkst 
can be let loose by the hands, and the umruly member 
which seltedi on fire ike course of nature, (n^that 
which is redeeiaed from nature) Buch a« vain i«ligion 
whidk no man can tame, yet he can turn a ship's 
course with a small helm, that is driven with fierce 
winds in the raging elanents which are in b^nfaevous 
commotion, but cannot tame his own spirit, nar rule his 
own thoughts that are libertine. Jesus said, ^^ Woe unto 
tlie world beoanse of ofences for ofienees must needs 
come, but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh*' ' 
Bhall a man that is commanded as Peter was, or as 
Moses was, to own a sword or rod by sacrifice, or as 
David owned Ooliah's sword, put it away without the 
same oommand of the deliverer from evil power ? 

Jesus said, ''Put up thy sword into its sheath, for 
all they that take ike sword shall perish with the 
swevd/' Deee not Ood'e minister take the swerd or 
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does he net exercise the Lopi^s siH>rA f Or did not 
If os^s take the rod of God in his hand when he left 
•tibe laiid of Midian, as a deliyerer from the house of 
bondage ? Now, surely, if God's ministers are self- 
MenJers* then God hath no regard to justice, truth, 
or mercy. The law saith, thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as tibyself, or do unto all men as ye would that 
metk should do unto you. The magistrate's sword 
says to the murdever, and to the thief, and to tike 
wanton, terily, thou must pmj the utmost farthing. 
If such offenders will not settle, they must pay the 
penalty as evildoers ; such are under the law, and 
happy is the man that condenmeth not himself, in 
that thing which he alloweth, for with what judgment 
a man judges he shall be judged, because evil judg- 
ment falls on the judger, and not on them that are 
wronged in passing judgment upon them. God will 
measure to every man the fruit of his own doing. 
Thmi let them that have come to the end of the law, 
be engaged in a higher work, such will honor the 
magistrate's sword, and be inviters to all to live inno- 
cently, and by love fulfil the law, and so keep out of 
its power, and in the praise of them that do well, which 
are accepted of God as instruments of that righteous- 
ness whidi exaketh a nation, and shunning vain s^fe 
and the many besetting sins that bring reproach to 
anypeople. 

The law of Moses does not make war with the gos- 
pel, but prepares the mind for the law of faith, which 
is made known by the gospel image, as it is renewed 
or revealed from faith to faith in the just, as it is 
confirmed by spiritual meat, and the rock from whence 
the living water flows into the believer on the Son of 
God, and the bowefa of his eompasaien that said, ^^ If 



imj m»% thim kt y|» ^pme onlo safe mitf^iiik/' 
which 10 spoken of the Spirit. Thtki Spiirit wffl n^ 
make void the law ; nay, it will OBtablish the stihilaM^ 
of the law, and will only let such thin^ fall m oi^v- 
nal eeryices which in figiure were impe^ for a tiiae, 
wh^d Judah, which is praise, ahcwld take the|daoe of 
Leyi or strife, and the Ohuroh stand on another coye- 
nant than that which was suited to the weakneat of 
the flefiih, which waa according to that aeflise, of the 
worldly sanctuary. A new coyenant is maoie with 
the house of IgHrael, or the chosen of the Lord, by a 
better hope, a people which he doth prepare {or hisr 
eelj^ to be independent of a brother or a neighbor, 
for knowledge in his duty of reproying the worn and 
its righteousness and its judgment, haying a righteous 
testimony to bear against the sinner, and alsoagaiaat 
the spirit of deeeit, and eyil communioations that cor- 
ju|^t goiod manners ; such as o<Hne from ft libertine 
.consoienoe and being self-willed cure presumptuous, 
md speak evil of things they know not, and by a zeal 
irabhout knowledge destroy the tabernacle of truth, 
th^ throajks being like an open sepulchre, they ewalr 
low up the house they profess to liye in ; and unless 
tUs nominal Society of Friends are willing to be 
judged by the righteous judgment of GU>d, wd ^ye 
libear^ of consei^ce to them that feel the yisitations 
of Grod upon them, the testimonies of these will cease 
to be heard aniong them, and the Society left to the 
four winds of heayen with the sounding brass and 
tinkling cymbals of sound merely, that moye the ele- 
ments, but do not operate on the heart, and are with- 
out feeling, like the belly and thighs which imitate 
jitpring or arch of step, or bowels of mercy, when it is 
only ;i^ deful I^kUew s^imd, without yiritue of ^hmij 
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wbieh thinketh na evil, but oTercotiieth it with good. 
l%en the Babylonish image only stands on its iron 
and day feet, which cannot nnite to withstand the 
aelion of the elements, but will crumble and fall when 
the tried stone of the word smites the image of liber- 
tinism on the feet ; it will grind it to powder, and the 
wind will carry it away so that no place shall be found 
for it. 

The nominal professors of Friends do not blush 
when tiiey say their fathers taught them common 
sense religion, and that they have it confirmed by 
their own knowledge. Such are they that rob God 
of his immediate kingdom, and establish their own 
righteousness ; for God is not honored witii common 
sense religion, but with spiritual religion of his own 
begetting, and not of man's begetting, or flesh and 
blood revelations, or them that deck themselves with 
God's attributes of praise by man's unjust and unequal 
ways, in setting bounds to the holy one, by binding 
liberty of conscience, saying, we have an order in our 
society, oalled Eldership. I own there are elders in 
Ohrist Jesus, but are there none that maintain the 
traditions of the elders, which make void the imme* 
diate word of God ? If such a people are going to 
praise progression, and give glory to their fathers, 
and take that honor upon their sons for advancement 
in doin^ God's work, which he has left unfinished, let 
them brmg some testimony how much they have added 
to their stature either naturally or spiritually, even 
in making one hair. Why, then, should these take 
thought for God, and bind the consciences of his peo- 
ple to how much or how little they shall preach, and 
to regard what ministers are present, seeing they pro- 
ftm Vbtiii^ to be God's immediate spirit that doeth 
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all imrighteoasness or libertinism, which is of th« 
world that lieth in wickedness, and also ability by the 
same grace to give a testimony of truth against such 
in the Church of €rod ? 

If such that name the name of the Lord, say that 
Crod is traditional and not immediate, but has l^t the 
Church's work to be done by proxy, then let thesi 
Bot coTcr themselves with the hypocrisy of ^a^ipg a 
testimony against will worship and priejBtciraft, fi>r .thfy 
both cq»ring from the same evil root^ and that tree w^ 
m^X remain the natural branch until it is b|M^n off^ 
and that which comes from a better root grafted ip, 
which does not boast a^nst God ; it being his own 
grace that saves and not the works qf men, nor of the 
of men and angels, but the word that pro« 
oeedeth out of the mouth of God, which God-s imme*- 
di«te word saith, man shall live by ; and sudi are thi 
liraig witnesses, and of them that sit down with 3m^ 
4md that say, Xhou shalt worship the Lord ]thy Go4i 
andiiim (mly shalt; thou serve, to every delusive spirit 
that would invoke the charge of men or angels, and 
slight die graae of God which maketh his disciples . 
what they are in the Lord, fruitful in the field of of- 
fering, and joyful in God's house of praise. 

Man, in a carnal state of death and destruction 
piay hear the fame of wisdom and the sound of under* 
standi]^, while the craaturely spirit, like Ephraim of 
old, is feeding on wind, and is following after the east 
wind which blasteth ; becao^^ men are joined t0 their 
idols, they cannot see when they are beguiled. 

The breath of man is wind ; and is not spirit that 
profiteth a man. !Flesh and blood may f^pieak wh|^ 
|he creature knpweth^ but the spir^ual ^lan speaketh 
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if&at loB FfttliOT saitli, betsaiue he heareth 'wktA lag 
Ffttiier^ irho i» in seoret, saith, who speaketh inwardlj 
or s{niitnally, and who feedeth U^floekirith Bpiritaal 
vsm/tj ivUch is not the breath or wind of man, but ia 
the spirit of God which giveth mazi Bpiritoal nuderw 
standnig, when he tmsta in spirit* that quiekeaeth, 
aiftd Bet. in flesh that profiteth nothing in all its- wiU* 
ilig and its ranning, or its fightings, as one tiiat beat- 
eth the air ; and that doe& not give power to keep in 
snbjeetion the body, which is carnal, while it is led by 
» carnal mind, whidi is at enmity wi<& God, neith^ 
can be reconciled. But the death e£ the cross mvoA 
take away lltat enmity, by the sword of the spirit, or 
ihe^ word of God that speaketh spirit, and is not de* 
ceived, nor in the transgression, nor in the gtdle^ bnt 
is in the pnre heart which seeth God, and that know- 
eth the order of his throne who establishes his ovm 
righteonsiiess, by giving power to become the sons of 
God, and giving victory also over the will of man or 
the will of the flesh, in its thoughts and works of the 
creatiir^ly will, which is vain, and is subject to vanity 
and not unto God. 

The gilt of God is eternal Ufe ; and they that are 
in it, have the thooghts of God, which are spiritiial 
and are not carnal, ]^t are life and peace ; which they 
diat are subject to, are kept in, by his perfection, 
while the mind's trust is in God, and lease not to 
oreatnrely thoughts and natural understanding, whidb 
verily thinketh it knoweth many things, wlule the 
soul ia not a witness of what God has shewn it, but 
what it has been taught by some father on earths 
Such may verily think they do God service^ and that 
they stand by faith, when it is only traditional doc- 
trine which makes void the commandments of Gbd, 
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by tkem tkat teach through the carnal aeiuM. If 
any man thiak that he knoweth anything, he kneweth 
nothing yet as he ought to know. Such, men only 
think they stand, when they do not know; ani oo^ 
mit things which the saints must judge the world in, 
by that righteousness which is of Jesus Ohrist, aeoord- 
ing to the gospel which has power over darknea» abd 
destruction, and its hearing the fame of wisdom, and 
teaching the place of understanding, which is hid from 
all creaturely life, and kept close from the fowk oi 
the air. ^' ^Behold, the fear of the Lord is the bqgtn* 
ning of wisdom, and to depart from evil is understand* 
ing ;" for wisdom is justified by them which love God, 
the fountain of life, which is the light of men, yftffn. 
they are renewed in knowledge after the image of 
Him that created man for his own glory and honor, 
and that the Lord's sanctuary maybe nunisteredunto 
by the Saviour of the body and is the head of the 
Church, and is not deceived in any of his brethren, 
sister and mother, whose generation is m the light of 
God's throne, because He that is in the midst thereof 
feedeth them, and He is righteousness, peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghost, that wipetii away all tears and 
siffrow, by the presence of Him that is joy waspeak*^ 
able and full of glory, and that loveth lus own body, 
the Church; and nourishes it and cherishes that 
which is of himsdif, the Lord of life and glory, aad 
who honoreth the Church with white raiment tktt is 
of himself, the Word ; as all them that are joined to 
the Lord are <me spirit, and are members one of an* 
other, and are one another's joy in the L(»rd. 

Athens, Greene Oouniyy New Yark^ 
Third nwtUhf 1861. 
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